Geography 404JA: Field Studies (cultural)
Fall 2009 – ticket 17785
Logistics:

Instructor: Ron Davidson

Sat 9:00-9:50, Sierra Hall 130A
Office hours:  Sat 10-11
Office phone: 818/677-3513

Email: rdavids@csun.edu
Webpage: http://www.csun.edu/~rdavids/
Course Description
This class will train students to do meaningful field work in cultural geography.  It will do so by giving students practice in linking field observations to conceptual frameworks of interest to cultural geographers – gender relations, space and place, and discourse analysis.  Students will gain insight into how to make theoretically-informed field observations, and hopefully go on to do wonderful things in their 490 class!  
Materials
All readings will be available on the class webpage.

Grading and Requirements
Grades are based on:
Participation


25%


Field work project 1



Presentation

15%



Write up

15%

Field work project 2


Presentation

15%


Write up

15%

Field work project 3


Write up

15%

Total:



100%
Grades will be assigned by: A = 100%-92%; A- = 91%-90%; B+=89%-87%; B=86%-82%; B-=81%-80%; C+=79%-77%; C=76%-72%; C-=71%-70%; D=69%-60%; F=59% and below

Academic Dishonesty and Cheating

There is a zero tolerance policy in this course for cheating and plagiarism. The university has policies on a variety of academic honesty and cheating, as well as other issue of importance. See the following policy: http://www.csun.edu/a&r/soc/legalnotices.html#facultypolicy 

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities must register with the Center on Disabilities and complete a services agreement each semester.  Staff within the Center will verify the existence of a disability based on the documentation provided and approve accommodations.  Students who are approved for testing taking accommodations must provide a proctor form to their faculty member signed by a counselor in the Center on Disabilities prior to making testing arrangements.  The Center on Disabilities is located in Bayramian Hall, room 110.  Staff can be reached at (818) 677-2684. 

Other campus-wide disclosures are available at: http://www.csun.edu/a&r/disclosures/disclosures.html
Intended Outcomes 

In accordance with best teaching practices, course objectives are made transparent to students at the beginning of the semester.  These outcomes represent the knowledge and skill sets with which students are expected to demonstrate competency during the semester.  Assessment and evaluation tools used are designed to determine student success in acquiring these knowledge and skill sets.

Goal A: Building a Knowledge Base: Students in this course will identify and define key terms and concepts central to the content and discipline of cultural geography.

Students will be able to define and explain key terms of interest to geographers such as conceptual framework, space and place, discourse analysis, gender theory.  In addition, students will become familiar with disciplinary concepts and terms related to the production and dissemination of geographic knowledge through written texts (academic articles and book chapters).  

Assessment/Evaluation tool: Class discussions, student presentations, written assignments
Goal B: Acquiring Knowledge: Students will develop skills for acquiring new knowledge. 

Students will gain skill in reading and interpreting cultural landscapes in light of relevant academic theories and concepts.  

Assessment/Evaluation tool: Class discussions, student presentations, written assignments 
Goal C: Problem Solving Skills: Students will demonstrate their problem solving skills. 

Students will apply what they have learned through textual analysis to cultural products.  

Assessment/Evaluation tool: class discussions, student presentations, student written assignments.  

Goal D: Communicating Knowledge: Students in this course will be able to communicate ideas by using words, numbers, maps and other graphic devices. 

Students will effectively communicate ideas and opinions using textual, graphic or cartographic communication. 

Assessment/Evaluation tool: Class discussions, presentations.  

Schedule
Week 1 (Aug 22): 
Course introduction 
Assignment: Each student read Tuan, “Life as a Field Trip”, Ford, “Building Biographies”, Meinig, “The Beholding Eye”, plus any two additional articles under the “field work” heading.  Each student reports on one of the articles next week.
Week 2 (Aug 29): 
Discuss field work and conceptual frameworks
Assignment:  Do gender relations readings (for Sep 12).
Week 3 (Sep 5): 
No class - Labor Day holiday 
Week 4 (Sep 12): 
Discuss gender relations framework.  

Assignment: field work project 1 (due Oct 3).
Week 5 (Sep 19): 
No class.
Week 6 (Sep 26): 
No class.  
Week 7 (Oct 3): 
Hand in and discuss project 1 (2 hours).  

Assignment: do space and place readings (for Oct 17).
Week 8 (Oct 10): 
No class.
Week 9 (Oct 17): 
Hand in and discuss space and place framework.

Assignment: field work project 2 (due Nov 7).
Week 10 (Oct 24): No class. 
Week 11 (Oct 31): No class.
Week 12 (Nov 7): 
Hand in and discuss project 2 (2 hours)
Assignment: do public space readings for Nov 21.
Week 13 (Nov 14): No class
Week 14 (Nov 21): Discuss Discourse analysis framework
Assignment: field work project 3 (due Dec 10).
Week 15 (Nov 28): Thanksgiving Holiday – no class
Week 16 (Dec 5): 

Dec 10:  Hand in field work project 3
Framework 1: gender relations (see Rose Feminism and geography chaps 1 and 5 (GF50 .R68 1993); Hayden “What would a non-sexist city be like? In The City Reader; Forrest West Hollywood as Symbol; Rotman (Ed) Shared Spaces and Divided Places  E159 .S53 2003; Rose “Geography as a Science of Observation” in Essential Anthology) 
Framework 2: space and place (Tuan; Cresswell; Davidson; Bondi’s Global Sense of Place) 
Framework 3: discourse analysis (Schein, “The Place of Landscape”; Marston’s “Discourse and the production of meaning”)

From Schein:
[image: image1.emf]
(reinforcement”)

1. Discuss field work: summarize articles from journal (each student read Tuan and Ford plus two additional articles on the provided list; then report in class); feed into 490  (1 ½ hours)
2. Interpreting the cultural landscape of downtown (Loukaitou-Sideris 3 downtowns; Davis’ Fortress LA; Hayden Power of Place)  (4 hours); includes questions to answer for discussion next time (i.e. 2 weeks back to back)
3. Cresswell In place/out of place plus Schein the place of landscape

3. Interpreting the cultural landscape of a park:  Cosgrove Geog is Everywhere; McWilliams on Ramona (?); Daniels on Georgian Woodland; Bondi on de-gendering spaces [Prog in Hum Geog GN1 .P76  v.18 1994 ]) – Students visit a park and interpret.  
4. Park project:  
- Learn to do basic field work in cultural geography including observing uses of space and interpreting cultural landscapes 
Tie your field observations to themes/debates among authors whose approaches lie within specific conceptual frameworks.  (“Tie to” means: side with one author against another; show how all authors fall short; add a nuance to the discussion; etc.) 

